| Bat the end 
therefure sober and 
Peter, 4: 

He who had companied with the 
Savior after he commenced his public 
teachings till the ¢gensumation of that 
bloody tragedy that removed him from 
the ken of an ungrateful, ruthless 
wogld, or rather as if he would make 
the injunction mere emphatic, and 
have it laid up or preserved among the 
archives of the church, he wrote the 
epistle, of which our text forms a part. 
In his exordium, we learn the charac- 
ters he addressed, without the shadow 
of a doubt: the subject matter of the 
epistle ts also replete with useful in- 
struction to his brethren respecting the 
great things that pertained to their sal- 
vation. 

He was qualified to teach’ from the 
fact, that he had superior advantages 
to gain instruction, not only from jour- 
neying with the Savior, and participat- 
ing largely in all the trials and priva- 
tions, 1 .agh which he passed while 
propagating a religion go diverse from 
any then embraced. 

He was qualified to teach from an- 
other consideration. God, our heav- 
enly Father, had revealed to him that 
Jesus was the Christ the Son of the. 
living God. We might here go on and 
say, that to him also were committed 
the keys of the kingdom, but without 
lauoring to prove a point so little con- 
troverted, we will come to that part of 
our text which lies with most weight 
upon our mind, (viz.) ‘‘be sober and 
watch unto prayer.” ‘The reasons for 
this injunetion seem to be couched in 
the former. part of the verse we have 
under consideration, “seeing the end of 
all things was at hand.” The reader 
will here pause for a moment and con- 
sider, that the author of our text pos- 
sessed the spirit of prophecy, although 
the event to which he alluded did not 
transpire then, neither yet has it trans- 
pired, but, we believe he looked down 
through the vista of opening years, 
and beheld what 1s still in futurity, that 
the end of ‘all things was at hand. 

Here let us refiect a moment. If 
the apostle ‘with any degree of pro- 
priety could urge such a course of con~' 


TTER DAY 


ADVOCATE. 


urged upon the Saints now, that eigh- 
teen hundred years have passed away. 
The time to which he alluded must in- 
evilably be nearer at hand than it was 
then. We, therefore, take the liberty 
to recommend, to our young brethren 
and sisters, more particularly, be so- 
ber and watch unto prayer. We.do 
not suppose, the Lord requires any 
more strict obedience to his commands 
of you, than he does of your aged 
brethren, but you will permit us, who 
have passed the meridian and are now 
on the declivity of life, to spseak from 
experience in this matter: **we 

of the things we do know, and testify 
of those we have seen.” We are well 
acquainted with the follies and vanities 
incident to youth, and we do know 
they are directly calculated to corrupt 


the taste for mental improvement, vi- 


tiate the habits, and not only so, but 
to grieve the Spirit of God and cause 
it to withdraw its vivifying influences 
from eur souls. These, my young 
brethren and sisters, are 
facts. If the Holy Spirit of G 

reign in you, and rule over you, it will 
be your meat aad yo r drink to do the 
will of your heavenly Father. You 
will \therefore, consider this, not a- 
mong the least of his commands, ‘‘be 
sober and watch unto prayer.”’ It will 
make you, that you shall be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the work of. 
the Lord. We expect, notwithstand- 
ing the great calamities that shall pre- 
cede the appearance of the Savior, the 


wicked who skall survive those calam-. 


it'es, will be full of folly, full of . vani- 
ty, full of laughter and every evil pro- 


| pensity, and that day will come in a 


time when they least expect it; indeed 
it will overtake them as a thief in the. 
night. Think not because you have 
been baptized for the remission of 
your sins, that you are now perfectly 
safe, that you are sealed up unto eter- 
nal life, that God will save you in his: 


celestial kingdom, when you are de- 
exerting 


moralizing yourselves, 
baneful influence around you, setting, — 
at nought his counsels and his com 
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/duct upon the Saints in his day, with 

how much greater propriety, and great- 4 

er force may the same sentiments be 7 


“mands, and grieving his Holy Spirit |ber and Watch unto prayer, is to make. 
~-by your foolish laughter and utter you morose, or destroy those fine feel- 
contempt of his just requisition, ‘*beso-!ings of your nature that render you 
ber and watch unto prayer.” cheerful and amiable. You are not to 
Remember, nry young brethren and! understand that it ts to rob you of any 
sisters, that God is not mocked with; rational enjoyment. But remember 
impunity. His all-seeing eye beholds| that no enjoyment can be rational, that 
you at all times, and for all your folly, | unfits the mind and destroys the taste 
your vanity, and your wicked indul-|for'pure devotional exercises toward 
gence in evil, as wetl as your utter|God. 
contempt of his authority, he will look} ‘The end of all things, the apostle 
down with contempt upon you, and ere} said was at hand”. ee 
you are aware, you will be brought in-} As we have before hinted, if he 
to judgment,—Be assured we tell you|could with any propriety urge this so- 
no fiction, we inculcate no wild chime-|briety and this watchfulnmess ‘upon the 
ra ofa disordered imagination, when) saints from the consideration that the 
we solemnly declare both from our|end of all things was then at hand.—. 
own experience and the dictates of the} with how much greater force do they 
Spirit of God that presisting in such a} not press upon us now. | The time of 
course of perverseness, will ere long| the consumation of all things is cértain- 
destroy your confidence in prayer, o-|ly nearer at hand than it was then. 
verspread your mind with gloom, and| ‘There is another idea -couched in 
darken all your prospects of heaven jour text, of which perhaps you seldom 
and celestial glory. You may once/|think, Tne time is fast approaching, 
have been washed, you may have been} when the saints are to be all taughtof 
cleansed, but you are turned again} (sod, and when he has now said to you 
like the dog to his vomit, or like the/through the apostle, be sober and 
swine that was washed to her wallow-| watch unto praver, is not this revolting\_ 
ing in the mire. _ : to your feelings and the commands 
hink not that we would enjoin on} irksome, and disagreeable? Does not 
you a Monkish sadness or hypocritical | the idea forcibly strike the mind, that 
gravity: not so, but we would have|as the end approaches, sucha course of 
you forsake all your loud laughter|conduct becomes more and more re- 
which Is always indicative of an emp-|cessary, that we muy be prepared to go | 
ty mind, and as we have before re-|out and meet the Bride Groom wheu 
marked, is calculated to grieve the|he comes? That’we may not be found 
Holy Spirit and make it withdraw, |in the unpleasant dilemma of the fool- 
leaving you to the influence of that;ish virgins with no oil in our lamps?— 
spirit which lures but to destroy. Remember that God is not mocked . 
We ask you to examine yourselves, {nor his commands to be treated with 
brethren & sisters, after you have pas-|irreverence or disrespect: his pres- 
sed a scene of folly and vanity jence fills immensity, and hisall-see-ing 
and see if your taste for intcllectualj/eye surveys the whole of his vast 
attainments has not become more ob-|creation. | - 
tuse, and your anxiety to become ac-|: Although the wise man. said rejoice 
quainted with the things of God, and|O young man in thy youth and let thy : 
our holy religion, far less acute. See if}heart cheer thee in’ thy youth, in the 
the low expressions and vulgar cants!same verse, the same wise man has 
ofthe Bar-room and other haunts of|said, but remember that for all these 
folly and wickedness, are not fast su-|things God will bring thee into judge- 
perceding allthe traces of moral re-|ment. Thereby. plainly ... intimating 
finement in your minds. See ifthe ad-|that our enjoyments ought to be ration- 
versary has not already obtained the!al, and not inconsistant with our mo- 
ascendency over you, remember tha:|ral improvement, not inconsistant with 
noone can inhale the pestiferous at-|the highest. iatellectua! attainments, 
mosphere of vice or folly and go away | net ineonsistant, with thatstate of mind 
uncontaminated. Evil communications] which ought’ te. actuate us from the 
you ‘know, the apostle said, corrupt|consideration that the end ofall things 
riety have added an morals.; Froma review of what we have 
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jaughter and foolish jesting are at war 
with every principle of morality or ho- 
liaess of heart without which, no one 
will see the Lord: and that we cannot 
by any forced construction of ours. 
make them-accord with the sentiment: 
couched in our texts *‘be sober and 
watch unto prayer”. 
We infer from the fact, that: 
God our heavenly Fathtr. has pointed’ 
out the way by revelation ancient and 
modern, that his créatures should per- 
sue to glorify and enjoy him, and that we: 
are acting the irrational part towards: 
ourselves as well as that of base in-' 
gratitude to him, to let the adversary ‘ 
t the ascendancy over us and decoy’ 
us, till folly, vanity, and sin ultimately | 
preponderate and satan literally ,,take | 
us captive at his will.” 
$d. Again whatever course of con- 
duct we persue that is not in strict ac. | 
cordance with that growth in grace. } 
and that increase in the of | 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, re-' 


quired of his saints. we may justly] 


conclude is not pleasing im the sight! 
of our Heavenly Father and the un-’ 
pleasant reflection that will ere long 
force itself upon uslike an unbidden, 
uawelcome guest, will gnaw, like a’ 
werm, the root of our felicity, We 
shall then be compelled from necessity, 
to view the: great contrast there és be- ‘ 
tween virtue and vice, and many, very 
many, we have reason tofear, will when | 
too late, have to make this bitter lam- 
entation “the summer is ended, the 
harvest past and our souls are not sa- 
ved”, 
4th From a view all we have said, 
and especially from a view of what the 
apostle has said, ‘‘that the end of all] 
things is at hand,”” we would fain hope 
you would ia kindsess suffer a word of 
exhortation and be wise; 
ext ‘Ene n ea 
Thus on till wisdom is pushed nisl life.’” | 
5th. In conclusion we say if you svould’ 
enjoy the approbation of a good con 
science, if you would have your spirit- 
ual strength renewed, if you would be: 
free from the contaminating influence 
of vice and folly, and be prepared to: 
meet the Savior in peace, when he‘ 
comes to take venganee on all those: 


that obey not the gospel, we say deny 
yourselves of all folly, vanity and eve- 
rv worldly lust, and: “be sober 


{their life unto death, their abidin 


THE SAINTS OF THE ~*~’ 
Nothing can be more pleasing and” 
delightful than to contemplate the situ- 
tion of the Latter Day Saints; placed — 
as it were on an eminence ‘and bring-* 
ing within the compass of their obser- 
vation, all the kingdoms of the world, 
not only those which now are, but 
those which are past as well as those 
to comes; favored with the light of 
heaven by which they can contem- 
plate the history of the world in its true 
light, understanding the situation of all 
who have preceded them: the light. 
in whieh the great Jehovah viewed © 
them, and their relation to the sa!vatioa — 
of Jesus Christ. 
Having before them the history of 
nearly six thousand years, where is 
written the names, the mighty works, 
and great faith of the former day 
saints, their God-like nobility of soul, 
their splended achievements among the 
nations in their day and generation, — 
their undaunted courage in the cause of 
truth, their holy Soldness in defente of 
their: master’s honor; their toils, their — 
perils, their sacrafices, their indefatiga- 
ble zeal, their firmness, and their sted- 
fastness in the truth, not regarding 
tes- 
timony by which they condemned the 
generation which then lived, and will — 
ve had amongst men until time ts no; 
more: their great faith by which they 


‘ascended into the hieghts, and descend- 


ed into the depths, and searched out all 
things, vea, even the deep things of God, - 
seeing the end from the beginning, and 
the beginning from the end. 2 
Being dilligent and faithflu, while 
the world was stumbling in darkness and — 
the nations were strangers to the 
knowledge of God, and knew not him 
who created them nor him who saved 
them; they in the midst of darkness | 
hurst forth into Hight, and among those | 
who set-in the valley and shadow’ of 
death they caused light to spring: 
their voices were heard among nations ~ 
afar off, and their power was felt in the 
islands of the sea. The messengers of — 
heaven watched them by the way and — 
rejoiced over them in righteousness. 
Wide is the field of contemplation” 
which opens to the view of the saints 
of the latter days, while they: read‘ the 
history and meditate upon theevents 
-yeculiar to tne saints, as set forth4a’. 
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former days, not only the knowledge 
they | ad of the things which then ex- 
isted; but also of the things which 
should take place until time should end. 
It might be said of them in truth, that in 
them there was light and no darkness 
at all; for their knowledge extended 
down the stream of time until they be- 
held the winding up scene of this world, 
and reached forth into eternity to gaze 
- upon things eternal, immortal, and in- 
visible. 

Truly their religion was a religion of 
intelligence, and their minds in conse- 
quence of their religion was richly la- 
den with wisdom from on high. When 
we contemplate the height of their de- 
votion, the depth of their humility, the 
extent of their knowledge, the great- 
ness of their sufferings, the fervor of 
their zeal, the boldness of their enter- 
prizes, the dexterity of their stratagems, 
the splendor of their works, the grand- 
eur of their conceptions, the richness 
of their communications, the purity of 
their affections, the holiness of their 
desires, the briliance of their course, the 
the nobleness of their minds, the benev- 
olence of their hearts, the’ sincerity of 
their intentions, the correctness of 
their motives, the power of their faith, 
and their incessant communion with 
the heavens and the heavenly hosts, 
being full of the Holy Spirit, and a- 
bounding in love and good works, 
while visions, dreams, revelations and 
prophesyings enlarged their minds, 
. and prepared them for the society of 
the blessed. 

In meditating upon these things the 
mind of the latter day saint struggles 
with the powers of darkness like Ja- 
cob with the angel, until he prevails, 
bursts the vail which conceals futurity 
from his view, and lanches forth into 
the light of heaven to contemplate the 
scenes of unborn time, and to mingle 
his lays withthe heavenly hosts and 
-shout hosanna in the midst of the 
surround the throne of 

Again the mind of the latter day 
saint rolls over the face of the pro- 
photo vision which inspired the 


rts of the prophets, and caused them 

to sing their sweetest notes, gathers up 
the history of all generations, by which 
he ean compare the present with the 
paste and the past with the future, and: 
ring the two ends of men’s earthly eax- 


spirit which inspired the prophets, he 
can behold glories lying overthe face 
of revelation that the eye of an unin- 
spired man never saw nor can see; by 
this spirit he discovers the iniquities, 
and apostacy of his own days, his mind 
being strengthened by the spirit of in- 
spiration so as to enable him to under- 
stand the religion of Jesus Christ and 
believe it, he looks over the world 
with feelings peculiar to the saints, and 
through the light of revelation gazes up- 
on the follies and wickedness of this 
generation: his ears are saluted 
with the Lo! heres and the Lo! theres, 


not only without power, but without the 
belief in it, so that indeed he sees a 
form of godliness, while those who have 
the form, deny the power thereof.— 
What a great contrast he beholds be- 
tween the new testament’ church and 
the churches of modern times. He 
views the former with its apostles, its 
prophets, its evangelists, its pastors and 
teachers, all of them men inspiredof God 
men full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom 
as wellas its gifts, its power of healing its 
miracles, its tongues, its interpreters 
of tongues, with the power of getting 
revelations, the ministering of angels 
the power of God which attended it.— 
The latter without apostles, or prophets, 
or evangelists, or inspiration or gifts or 


gious worid will contend that they are 
both the same church, equally parta- 
kers of eternal life and the blessings of 
the Most High. | | 
Such is the great contrast between 
the saints of the last days, dnd those 
who are strangers both to God and his 
ways, one sees understands and re- 
joices in the glory and order of the 
new testament church, while the other 
tries to evade the force of the _plainest 
facts set forth in it, defaces the glory 
of the church of Christ, neither under- 
Standing its nature, nor its beauty, nor 


tents himself with a form of _ godliness 
denying the power thereof. = 
In reviewing the history ef his own 
times as written by the prophets the 
saint of the Jatter days sees fulfilling 
on the heads of this. tion, all that 


istapee together. Inspired by the same 


> 


~ 


attended with ceremonies and forms | 


healings, or miracles, or tongues or in- 
terpreters of tongues, and yet the reli- 


yet comprehending its glory; but con- — 


God has spoken by the mouth of the 
while they are ins ensi- 
ble of it, and in consequence of their 

| great apostacy, he beholds the .day-of | 
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she Lord so coming upon them as a 
thief ia the night, and sudden distruc- 
tion coming upon them and they know 
it not; because they know not God.— 
He sees them eating, and drinking, 
marrying, and giving in marriage, 
crying all is well in Zion; fear not all 
thins are continuing as they were 
since the creation of the world; truly 
he sees that the generation among 
whom he lives are just such a_ people 
as there were in the days of Noah.— 
While he beholds the heavens and _ the: 
earth big with events of an awful char- 
acter, every nation preparing itself 
for the day of battle and the 
sacrafice of the great God. 

He often fancies to hiinself that he 
is like one of the ancien: prophets 
who incessantly lifted his voice to back- 
sliding Israel, warning them of the 
judgments of almighty God which were 
coming upon them, but they would not 
here, he saw them haste to distruction 
and no power could prevent it. So 
the saint of the latter days sees this 
generation hastening to distruction, 
“while their judgment of a long. time 
sleepheth not and their damnation 
slumbereth not;” but their eyes are clo- 
scd in sleep and their eve lidsin slum- 
ber, and they see not neither do they 
know. Therefore he does know that all 
that God has spoken by the -mouth of 
the holy prophets concerning them 
willbe fulfilled; for the day of the 
Lord will most assuredly overtake them 
as a thief in the night, and at the time 
when they are crying peace and safety, 
sudden destruction will come upon them 
and they shall not escape. 

Whose feelings can be like the lat- 
ter day saints? | answer none; because 


there are no persons who do know the| 


situation of generation except 
those who are inspired of God to un- 
derstand it, neither can any of them un- 
derstand the signs of the times: there 


and in the stars, perplexity of nations, 
men’s hearts failing them for looking 
after those things which are coming 
upoa the earth, while the uninspired 
inthe midst of these things understand 
them not, neither do they know them, 
but like the ox fatted for the slaughter 
they haste to distruction and know it 
hot, neither will they know till they 
lift up their eyes in hell being in tor- 


ment; for in the midst of the calami-| 


ties which will. come upon them, they will 


curse their King and their God and 
die. And yet with all their abomination 
have a form of godliness; but it is only 
a form, for they deny, and will deny 
the power thereof, in consequence of 
which they will go down to hell and 
their eyes will be shut until they are 
vpencd in torment. 

Low marvelous, cries the saint of 
God, it is, that men have a bible and © 
read it, and preach about it day after. 
day, and night after night, and yet not 
believe one item of it: reject the entire 
religion thercof and go down to hell 
holding the light of God in their hands: 
run from neighborhood to neighbor- 
hood, preach, proclaim, admonish, and 


warn, make prosolytes in hundreds and 


thousands, and whea they have made 
them only make their damnation more 
certain than it was before. Such is 
the light in which the latter day saint 
beholds all the works of the men of 
this generation; knowing by the spirit 
of inspiration that their religion is 
nothing more than a cunningly devised 
fable, a device of satan to hold the 
world more firm in his chains until he 
drags them down to perdition, and 
through this means obtajns to himself a 
rich harvest of souls, who shall suffer 
the vengence of eternal fire. 

But there is something in the midst 
of this scene of darkness which cheers 
the heart of the saints, exceedingly, it 
is, that the truth has once more made 
its appearance, and light has began to 
shine in darkness, and the spirit of in- 
spiration is returaing to the earth, the 
voice of the prophets is heard again in 
the land, and commanion is again open- 
ed with the heavens, and babes begin 
to understand that which is hid from 
the eyesof the wise and the prudent, 
and the weak things-of the earth begin 
to confound the mighty, and the foolish 
things of the earth, put to shame those 
who are wise, and men are begining & 


may be signs in the sun, in the moon, | gain to follow after God, and multitudes 


are finding him to the  everlastin 
joy and gratitude of their hearts, and — 
God is again, saying to men, build me 
places as [ shall direct you, where I 


can manifest myself to you, and send 


my angels to minister to you.as'in days. 
of old. Judges are returning as at the | 
first, aud consellors as at the begining. 

And the saints may well look for the. 


time when the ‘‘wilderness and the sole: 


itary plaee shall be glad-for them and 
the desert shall blcsom as the rose ” 
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perfection, so” lated, tare 
‘which has’ erigrosed the atter-/ 
tion'‘of the religiods public in the dif- 
ferett ¢ of the world if ‘no ‘small 
degrée “tt was, if we may credit the 
sacted writets, a subject “whieh was 
called forth as early as we have any 
account of the revelations of God?and 
from that to’ the preseni, whether the | 
world "has been state ‘of apostacy, 
or whether it has fot, the ‘subject’ or 
christiin perfection has been one’ 
which has called forth pretty” large 
share of public discussion. 
There can be little doubt, those’ 
who were under the immediate. inftu- 
enet of divine revelath.n, and received 
comtantcommunication from the Deity | 
on all subjects in any degree aflecting 
their salvation, understood this subject 
_much better than those who were in a 
state of apostacy; as they had all the 
tunities that any mortals could 
hevé to settle all questions in relation 
their religion: indeed the sacred 
writers speak of it as a subject which 
was well understood among the saints 
of their day;:as at no time have they’ 
it subject of discussion, 
given us a@rmal investigation of 
it, as they have other subjects" which 
were matters'of controversy among the 
sdints; but spake, and wrote, of it as of 
a matter ‘which was weil 
among them aff. 
speaking of the: Sa- 
vier and his @posties have said some 
things which seem to be hard to under- 
stand by the present religious world: 
not thatthe sayings cannot be under- 
stood or are not sufficiently plain; but the 
_ conciousness there is among all the reli-| 
gious professors, of their coming far 
short of and taking -it for} 
granted: that they are in the right way,‘ 
_and are as righteous @s persons can be| 
inthis age of the world; they have 
_ considerable misgivings about what the] 
sacred writers ‘meant. For instance,’ 
when the Savior says ‘*be ye ‘therefore 
rfect, even as your father which is} 
in heaven. is‘ perfect”: Matthew 5:} 
48,th' a deepconciousness'at once sayst 
to professing world, that they 
are nét:thus perfect: but they ‘are pat} 
only sensible that they’are not: perfect’ 
as their: father’ in “heaven ‘is: perfect; 
bat they ‘do' most assuredly: believe that} - 


“PERFECTION.” when ‘he- said be. ye. perfect, your 


father’ in heaven is perfect? 

Did te really mean that‘men should 
‘be’ pei fect God “is? and. if''so, is 
such perfection necessary to ‘stlvation, 
of eannot & person’ be saved without it? 
are queries which often atise in the 
minds ef many, indeed’ we alt 
the religious world) 

When people'are in of. 


tacy, # seems hard to’ the 


seyings which'were delivered to those 
who'were in a state of acceptance with 
God, and fully able to bear his sayings: 
but it is not as hard for them to under- 
stand them, as it is to believe them 
when they do understand them, for to 
believe them with all their heart, would 
be virtually, to deny their religion, and, 
to tacitly to acknowledge that it ‘was not 
of God. | 

How hard’ must it be person 
who denies'christian perfection, to un- 
cerstand what the Savior meant, 
he said be ye perfect &e? When he 
firmly-believes that if is ‘impossible 
for'any person to be so: he cannot 
think that the Savior ‘said anything 
wrong; but comes to the conclusion that 
he cannot understand him, there is 
some mystery abnit his sayings, some 
how or other.. ‘The never seems 
to reflect for a’ moment thatthe error 
may be in his sentinents, and the diffi- 
culty arises from his: haying emoraced 


sentiments which are not ‘according to 


godliness; but perfectly “‘watiefied with 
his religion, he comes to the €onelusion 
that there is some thing wrapped up in 
these very plain'sayings, which can- 
not be easily understood, ae there he 
leaves the matters 


And those ‘who profess: to believe i in 
[perfection mong “‘the saints, find 
some ‘difficulty also; for the ‘Savior 
seems to push the’ subject a a ‘little far- 
ther than they can FO. “To ‘require 
of the ‘saints to’ be' perfect, is what they 
bélieve in; but for him tosay that they 
‘mast’ be” ‘perfect, as their’ father in 
heaverr is perfect, is a little beyond the 
faith of those who ‘believe. in’ perfec- 
tion, ‘and they also Gome'to the corclu- 
‘sion that theré'rs some’ ‘little mystery 


‘some where ‘about the: saviors 
‘ing: 3 
is; that: are no 


people: who’ can believe what. was said 
‘5: those who’ got revelations | ‘for 
‘seFvés;but thase: hewn got imenediat 
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-moré, and-thén su upplivs it witt 


would ‘perf 


down their’ 
elations | Of 

things,’ the mysteries which they 
find in the" s¢riptires' would ‘sobn pass’ 
away; ‘and the “apparent “darkness: 
which is over’'the 
on many subjects, would bécone fight. 
Let bnce admit that their religion 
might be wrong, and Search with can- 
dor for trath, and believe what the Lible 
says, and light would speedily shine 
round about ‘them. ‘But W return to 
our subject again. 

When we s of perfection, we 
mean to‘be'understood that a- perfect] 
thing‘cannot’ be’ improved. There is| 
perfection i in mechanics, ‘whén a ma- 
chine is $o cotistritted, that’ Tt cannot 
be improved, or made better, we Call | 
ita perfect machine. We'say of the 
human’system it is perfect; because 
we caniot suggest an improvement in] 
any part of it, It is ‘brought t to 48 high 
a staté as'it'cap, being ’the contrivance’ 
of infinite wisd and if Wwe! were ‘to 


say that the great’ Jehovah ‘not 
intprove’ e'think we! should ine 

We say of God, he is porte. t. Ati 


why? ‘because “nature cantiot™ 
improved; and because’ he’ 
all things'of ‘which his Nature is capa- 
bie “When we’ speak’ of per- 
fect’ religion, we that the’ ‘religio’ 
is Tespéct adapted to the 
‘hecessities, of those for 
ben it is designed. It expands ‘the 
human mind autil it cam ex and no 
all it is 
capablé‘of enjoying. “So that the en- 
joyment’ is ‘in’ every way suited to the 


capacity: of the” ‘persons Who possess 


it; insomuch, that’ even’ Ged himself 
could not expand the human mind any 
more, nor'’ give it one ‘enjoyment 
which it'deés not possess. done, 
the’ ‘religion perfect 4 bu without} 
ora 

God, ieee” ‘him ‘to’ pit bis mind’éx-| 
panded ‘uatil if ‘can be expanded no 
more,’ and then’ to. enjoy all thin; 

which it is capable’of ‘enjoying. This 
and thus a man 
would be- pe fect ds ‘his father in heav-| 


en is’ perfect. “And ‘until this takes 


place, in vain may world} 


talk: ‘about’ | 
In: the ‘perip we ste told. that 


| ot Ne 
“alt ham,. Was Comma 


lof heaven are thereby, made perfect, 


| not ‘attaitied to theiti’ fs per 


God and be. petiect | 
gréat many scriptiires: mig ht be quoted 
to the same effect; but let "hen suffice, 
which’ ‘clearly ‘establishes rst 
that the religion of hea ven 
| signed to make men 
Goud; for if it were Whi. 
Abraham walk before me and be, thie 
perfect”; if the system. ‘which as. 
taught to Abraham’ was not perfect, 
and if it were perfect, he that obeyer 7 
it would be perfect also, Or why say. 
‘of Noah he was pefect in his generation? - 
‘when there was no such thing as : 
‘being perfect ‘before’ God, Or why 
command fhe disciples. to ‘be perfect, 
as theit father in heaven was perfect?” 
‘when there was no such thing’ as being” 
thus perfect) 

“AN these  saYings must ‘be very 
‘unmedaning, there. such 4 
thing” as. ‘perfect before Gods 
‘and unless wha obe¥ the’ scheme. 


We think this subject i is easy of uns. 
derstanding, ‘if we are willing 
‘our fall a’prey to it; for ‘such 


will be the case’ with the Whales” 
rian world, if the is’ be ou our 
guide. Perfettion is p 


and nothin else but petfection, i 1S 
fection. a or thia: 
perféct, it is perfect, ‘and when it is”: 
not perfect, i it is not. perfect ‘Whe. 
jany thing can be improved, “it is not. 
‘perfect. When any scheme which is 
designed for the benefit of men can be. 
bettered, it is not perfect,’ pérfectio 3 
reaches beyond improvement. 
Let us premise a. little; 
some person should take. a stdrt in 
'telligence in these days, and reach be- | 
yond any | others-wht had lived 
his day. ‘Would t “ot prove toa 
‘demonstratien, that all those who hid @ 


“Hived “before himi were not perfect? 


‘surely’ it would; and forthis reason, | 
because the very fact of his doing so, - 
would prove that the human mind was _ & 
capable of such an improvement, i 
if others had not come up to it, Mey 
eould be improved, and of coutse were | a 
not perfect.” “If there are any “attain 
ments for the human’ mind whieh: 
has Hot ‘teached,’ the’ thied “that 


for the’ htiman mind to 
it 
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not perfect. Paul in writing to the, 
Pitphans 3: 12, says of himself.— 
“Not as though I had already attained, | 
either were already perfect”. So that 
Paul did not conzider himself perfect, 
until he had attained that, for w ich he, 
was apprehended of Christ. 

_ Having now ‘the premises fairly be- 
fore us, the subject of perfection amo 
prem will be very easy of understand- 

. When the scriptures speak of men 
be ng petfect we see plainly by the 
quotation taken from Paul, that it 
means having attained all of which their. 


rfect. 
oe us enquire a little after the capa-, 


cities of the b as mind, and of its 
capabilities. This is set forth in the 
bible in a point of hght different from 
alf other books, its powers are clearly 
exhibited, and what it is capable of, is 
manifested so strikingly as not to be 
easily mi ; but great doubts 
exist in the minds of : some of the truth. 
of what is there said about it. | 

_The history of the former day saints 
fords us abundance of light on this 
subject, so that ‘‘he that runs may read” 

not 


% | The whole bible is ries of accounts 
in relation to what human mind is 
capable of doing when under divine in- 
fluence, and the great powers: which 
men possess when they are put into ac- 
tion, and bow God like they can be- 
come when they submit themselves to 
be guided by the most High : 
‘hen the bible have fre- 
quently to stop and ask myself, is hu- 
mah nature capable of such high at- 
tainments asthose set forth in the scrip- 
tures? . Tam bound to answer in the 
affirmative, for if they are not, then, | 
the accountis not tru¢,,for whatever a 
man has done, it matters 

nor, how marvelous, it | proyes that hu- 
man nature is capable of doing that 
thing, or else no man would have cone 
every factof any man having 
done it, proves | buman_ nature Was. 


haps, t see_a piece in this. number of | 
the Advocate, upon the subject of the 
Elyria article, mentioned. in our last.| 


and if it has hot, the 


nattires are = otherwise they are { 


only read but understand.— 


friend who obtained it of the 


paper 
‘Conduct. 
the different sects, 


verely,, the 


sued not only 


and. 


as societies, but by indiyiduals, who 


| profess to proclaim the s 


was devised and prepared in. the bo- 


som of eternity before the. foundation 
| of the world, for the good, joy, com- 
fort, peace and salvation of .a race of 


beings who have far departed. from 


tem, and taking into consideration the 


manner in which the Lord anciently 


called and authorized men to preach 
his gospel, which ‘hese men. pretend to 
have authority to proclaim, we. feel 
‘fully justified in raising, our... voice, . 


‘and sounding an alarm, that who—. 


value the worth of their souls. may, at ’ 


‘fore they plunge themselves .into that 


abyss from whence there is no es- 
cape. And considering the worth of 


stem. which. 


their God. In looking into: that sys- 


least, stop and consider their.. way be- | 


souls, the apostacy of the Gentile - 


‘church, aad the cunning craftiness of 


men who make merchandize, of that 


[ which must continue to exist, our feel- 
ings are fer the moment, excited to, in- 


dignation, and then we are ready to. 


weep,over their corruption... 


in proportion to their. standin 


enare responsible for their conduct 
in. . 


munity, and that weight 
which they exercise over, the same; 
and of course, when they deviate:from — 
the path of truth, if much reliance is 
pleced upon their decision, so. much 


the greater the i injury, because, others 
‘may be led astray, 
‘charge us with injustice, then, if we 
speak severely of such, men,s faults 


and expose 
surrounding crowd; for we pl 


edge 


“No, .one will 


to the gaze of the 
our 


honor and veracity, that when, leading © 


men, men of influence, and standing in 
society, will .cease to vili 


ify our chei- 
acter, defame our. reputation, excite 
the indignation and contempt,.of 


fellow-men against us, thereby. depri-_ 
teaching them 


ving us of the privile 
the goepel, : and. no 


The following was handed. i in, 


q Many, 20 doubt, have been of opinion, 


pervert the. 
right ways of God. themselves, we 
| will Jay down our pen and close. our... 
_|mouth against them foreyer; but till 
| such is the case, our course is onward, ery 
and we shall undeviatingly. pursue it, _ 
'so long as our conscience 4 

offence before God. | a 


3 ‘writer, 
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the request, and hope it may not .be, 
the last,. if similar Streumstances trans- 

pire. | 


Kirtlana, May, Ie 1836. 
Feend ——=:—I have taken the lib-: 
erty at this time of sending you. a num-, 
ber of thApril MEBsENGER, which is 
now being printed. My reasons for so 
doing, are simply these: 


of sentiment in regard to religion, as 
well as to politics. And am satisfied | 
that where your exertions or your in- 
fluence can be broug ‘to bear, in re- 
moving the mists of prejudice; casting 
aside error, and. bringing truth to 2 Tight) 
in doing justice to an te 

ilf 


sheet 
You are well aware, sir, that this 


society has travelled through floods of | 
vilification and misrepresentation from 
its first organization to the. present 
time.” And it has been ‘but seldom that 
it was deemed to conde- 
scend to the thousand. and’ one 
lies that circulated concern- 
ing it. But, latterly, circumstances have 
transpired which would render longer 
forbedrance, on our part, a **Sin”.— 
I meap the efforts that have been, and: 
are now making, by that band of dis- 
those enemies to all that. is 
as @, especially to 
TiontsTs”, With the rest of the Re- 
serve, one of their. number, not: long 
since, gave honor. of his 
gracious presences in order I presume, 
that he might teach us poor “deluded”, 
“benighted” «+ Mormons’? that we were 


certainly out of the way, and would). 


have. no chance of gaining, our salva: 
ton® except we. joined in an "threw. up. 
our his doctrine of | 
AMALGAMATI But when the] 
come. to: be found he} 
ad “‘waked 3 wr. passengers, 
and instead o having the 
he had gathered ‘together a little ig 
of Presbyterians;—thove, 
know, are.alw  feremost: inet 


For we as. 


* One have sta- 
believe 


I know’ 
your goodness of heart, yeur liberality. 


comply with: 


‘as chaff 


trines—neither dawe fellowship. those: 
who do,—that is:if they. endeavor 
their sentiments} into 
And furthermorey-being aware that out. 
brethren are numerous in the .Seuth— 
as also many moving from the’ east, to 
that country—it was: advisable. 
jto come out decidedly in relation to 
this matter, that’ our brethren 
not be subjected to persecution on 
account—and the trav- 
eling elders put in jeo t f 
rumor, with her thousand poisoned: 
tongues, was once to set afloat the 
story that this society had come out in 
favor of the doctrines of Apbolitionism;: 
| there: would be no safety for one of us: 
fim the. South; for our enemies would 
grasp at it asa precious morsel, wheres 


tion. 
But thanks to an- Prove 
‘dence we have men: us who 
in defence of their civil and religious 4 a 
rights; and who, if necessity 
can and -will make-the priests this, a 
our day, tremble for--their 
‘make them quake: Bol for 
the safety of a 
flocks,” whose they 
in by the losing o 

their fat living would flee from them — 
ore the wind. These 
‘articles on the subject of Abolitionism, — 
in the Messenger ‘ were written by'ho' | 
hireling. ecriblérs, but have emanated 
from men. who are actuated by no: 
er motive than a desire to benefit ee 
fellow creatures, and to do all ‘of Gea 
with an eve single to the glory o 

You will also see that’ the 
not been spared jm relation 
other matters. I refer totwo articles ia 


wde ou 

tas lashes the. villain if @” 

| somewhat severe 


ted not that dict not: 
rit] 
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of their own of 
the-siteers-and scoffs of a priest ridden, | 
til-bred, hing pack of 
scoundrels, whose ‘God is gold: ‘and 
whose only employment is: deceiving. 
the and taking the bread «from 
the mouths of the -fatherless: and the 
widows—abd whose only reward will 
be' eternal punishment, unless they 
speedily repent Sad: ord: their 
abominations. 
relation to in 
here, | have ‘nothing ‘very special.—| 
The work of the Lord continues to roll 
forth, and souls are almost daily: 
brought into the kingdom. - The tem-} 
ralas well as tne: ‘spiritual ‘concerns: 
of the church are in.:as’ prosperous a 
condition as could be cxpected, con-; 
sidering the disadvantages under which 
we labor. Families are daily moving} 
in‘frem the East, While others are des 
parting for the West. 
now. given :you about all that 
I have to impart-at this time; and will 
... cenclude, by myself, with | 
sentiments of as) 
every. 
To. 


“Hesseuger: x ‘ad 


KIRTLAND, OHIO, “MA 


“The following, whieh: we copy fre rom: 
the “Ohio Free Press, printed at Me- 
ding, the county seat of Medina. coun- | 
ty,.in this state, we lay before our rea-: 
dersythat they may have an idea of the 
‘infivence which truth has upon those 
- who are Lot trammeled with sectarian 
‘prejudices; but whose minds. are open 


pearance. ‘It'was written by a lawyer 
of high respectability, and a gentlemen 
of both and. bese: 


order. 
bas no doubt the impr 


bs 


the@tise, hecould be detected. 

be peculiarly and] 
10 the saints, to, sce the), 


to receive truth when'it makes its ap- 


of mn of ‘understanding. 
when it 1s fairly laid before them.” We 
presume to say, that like all. other pla- 
ces, attempts have been. made to preji- 
dice the! minds.of the people, against 
the truth‘ in Medina: ‘indeed, the won- 
dérful Alexander Campbell, in this it-- 
stance, had his desire gratified: How’s. 


wonderful book, had. pioneered the 


way,and the people had sufficient time 
to extmine its ‘Contents; and do “more 
than this, to consign it to the, father of 
‘lies: from, whence: it cames as. every 
man ufder heaven believes who ‘reads. 
except a religious ‘bigot. ‘Bat the 
people had greater. opportunities ‘than 
these to get their minds enlightened; 
foritwo: of Mr. Campoell’s fraternity 
| had been there, and had a fair ‘oppor- 
tunity to display. all their talents. , The 
cone was the very. wise, and knowing | 
Mathew Clapp of Mentor, (a name that 
ought always: to be metitioned with rev- ; 


not more on account of his own 


great wisdom, . than’ on . account of 
the dignity of hie parentage.) ‘The 


other ‘Rew: Ebenezar ‘Williams, 


i in the greatness: of their wisdom 


made an attack on a ‘Tiffany; 
who i ig, an, unteliever i in ‘revelation; but 


| found themselves greatly mistaken, — 
‘and:did: not ‘happen to be as’ great 
men as they supposed themselves to 
be} for. the. deist was too much for both, 

and, them, to. ‘shame and 
‘In’ addtion to the ‘at 
ferent ‘religious: sects in Medina, used 
all their influence to keep Abe’ people — 
from hearing—or at least some of — 
them; for we will say to the credit. of 
the people, that many professors of re- 

in that place,.shewed spirit 

worthy of: lovers. of truth—bat they 

tried in Vain: there was too much in- 


‘| depén@énce of” ‘the ‘péople of 


Medina, to be deprived of their just 
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the Prophecies,’ the” actomiplishment 


literally accomplished. Nor have’ we} 
any reason to believe, from Scripreue, | 


_ from, earthquakes, pestilences, wars, 
3 these, who. do not embrace the faith, 


Swney Riepon, preacher, of the 
new sect s 
Day Saints,’ 
_ on Wednesday 


foundly attentive. 


wall, be 
vent. of the great. revolutions 


go, and did. go, ‘and the result: is. now: 
before’ the the 


‘For’ the Frea Press. 
‘Latter Day Saints, 
to appointment," ‘Elder 


ling themselves “Latter 
arrived in’ ‘this ‘Village, 
the’ 6th’ and’ be- 
tween that time’ and’ the - succeeding, 
Tuesday,‘ delivered an interesting se- 
ries ‘of ‘Leetures; on the subject’ of” 


ty 


of which’ is’ sup 
the present period 


audiences were “Ty 


to appertain tol 
he world. ‘The 
full, and pro-| 
he following 
be gathered from the Elder’s lectures, 
as a brief synopsis of the leading te- 
nets of the new sect, presenting, ‘in 
many respects, a striking similarity to 
those. of Elhanan: ‘Winchester, 

1st. That all the prophecies, which 
are known. and to have’ been 
fulfilled, been literally accom’ 
plished, we have the: strongest analo-| 
gical. ‘reasons to’ believe, that those 
which remain unfulfilled, will be‘also | 


in any other different mode of accom 
« That agreeab to this 

and. the whole. iy ‘tenor of the 
prophecies yet to be fulfilled, the time 
is near at hand, even at the doors, 
when Christ will come in the clouds of 
heaven, with great power and-glory,. 
and all. the poly. angels with him! to 
live and reign on the earth a thousand 
years; and that t the gencration which 
is now.on the earth will not all pass 
away,, before. this gtremendous . event 
literally.accomplished. 

revious to shia ‘second ad- 


will take place on our globe, and great 
destruction of mankind will, accrue, 


‘ and other causes. by, means of. which | 
will be utterly cut. off and destroyed, 


ti of tr 
a consis and Peter; and at 


‘these will appear soan. 


ae a surprising revolution will take place. 


| been atany period of world; 


sun and moon, falling 
‘ing of the sea;—and the say... 


Sth. That ut the time of 


in the nature of most if not all ferrea- 
trial’ things: wild beasts will, b 
tame; men immortal; the earth, 


fruits and harvests 
That the. will, at: 
fore the time, by a series of surprising) 
miracles, clearly stated in. the prophe- 
cies, be gathered from all parts of ithe: 
world, into the ancieut land: of prom 
ise, where Christ again. will rule amd 
reign among his ancient people.. There: _ 
will be a great, 1f not a general resur- 
rection of the ancient Jews and. Chris- 
tians. And that all obstacles to these 
reat events will be previously removed 


Tth, 


“hee 


bat the direct communieaiio | 
lo lost or in 
of the. general apostacy and the teach 
ing. of the false prophets, _have heen q 
again resumed by a New. ispensation, . 
‘clearly: predicted in_ the: Prophecies. 
That the Latter Day Saints have now, | 
frequent intercourse of this kind, with 
the Creator, by means of visions, teve-.. 
tations, &c., which the Elder confirme 
ed by some striking’ narratives, from,” 
his own personal experience. . He al- 

so stated, that the various projects oe 
operations of the..new sect,:. were, all .. 
derived and guided by commi 

of this kind, and that any believer. | may... 
have the same experience, | 
for it in faith; that. there is 
and as much encouragement for this . 
exercise of faith, as there. eyer: 


e high privileg 


that it is 
persons, to see ‘for the om 


duty of all’ 
firmation of all. these glorious, truths, 
by the light of this expemence. 
confirmation of the new. the. 
Elder quoted numerous. 

from Isaiah, Jeremiah, lan. 


é 
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“These ‘pro- 
ated by the Elder with a closeness 
of’ ‘Teasoning and eloquence of decia- 
nitition- seldom su d, were calcu- 
lated to make as 2 have made,. a 
powerful and no ‘ou a lasting im- 
presi on most of his hearers. And 
wever straiize, mysterious and mar-. 
véllous, the thing nicknamed Mormon- 
ism’ may yet appear to most of the 
, it iscertain, that the be- 
lief in it asa solemn reality, has be- 
comeé fiimly established in t is place. 
_ Qne'convert ‘only, (a‘young lady who 
|  hadedopted the new faith) was bap- 
' tized by the Elder and his associate 
- Elder Williams; but several others 
“probably ultimately pursue the 
“CHARLES OLCOTT. 
Medina ‘April; 1636. 
“The following is the of a let- 
ter’ frori'certain members of the Irvin- 
itechurch, (so called,) in England, 
3 presented tocettain elders of the church 
Better Day Saints, on the evenin 
ofthe 20th'of June, 1835, by a gen- 
= tlenian named in the same, at the time, 
calling ‘himself ‘commuificant amt 
presehe 
‘thé Saints of the Most High: 
“Dear brethren in the Lord—' 
“At a council of the pas-| 
tors of out church, held rch | 
© 1835, upon the prop of the Rev, 
John vis it was resol- 


from New-York; he should have, | 
as he désired, thé sanction of the coun-| 
4 if it pleated the Lord, his ap- 


Lord idth'seen our joy and 
heat that He was raising 
jople for himself in that part o 
“New World, as well as here—O 
ty Our faith increase that he may 
apostles and ‘prophets. 
| with the power of the Spi-it, and 
i his will in destroying, the 
rkniess.”” 


a fessor’ of inathietintics i in Rother’m In-| 
‘four years 

pendent church. | 


joy. 


duced ts to lay the 
and that is; the 
God. It might 
| possession for years in. silence 
had it not been for circumstances: | 
which we will briefly trention: “ 


flock followed him, so that Gentile 

he was installed in the same: church, — 
and the Lord’s work prospered. As 
he is a living epistle you will have, if 
all be well, a full explanation, Many 
will follow "should. he, approve. of the 
country, ‘who will the ¢ cause, 
because the Lord hath them 
with this world’s goods,” 

had. an. utterance ‘desi eet 
meetin which | caused us to. sing’ for 
The Lord was. pleased: with our 
Brother’s holy determination’ to.see 
you, and we understand that Leia 
tion had. been. great among you; or 
would be; but we were. comnianded not 
to fear, for be, with: 


Praise the 


“The time at hand: 


‘| shall be no barrier between” us, but 
| when, on the wings of love, Jehovah’s 


messages: shall be communicated by 


his saints. The Lord bless:our broth- 
erand may he prove ‘blessing to 
you, 
they shall, unless: they 
Ls down by the Lord of Air ‘The wor- 

ers of iniquity been used by the 

| Prince of darkness to play the coun- 
| terfeit, but discernment has been given 
| tous that they were immediately put 
by bein 
flock never suffered as yet by them”? 


Be not afraid of our. chemiés, 
repent, be cast 


‘detected, so that the 


‘Grace, mercy and peace be unto. 


you from-God our Father and. from the 
Spint, Jesus Christ our. 


ved atid approved, that as he had an] 

anxious desite go to America tosee] Dear 
the things | that are spoken of in one of} Your’ brother in 
your’ brdught here bya mer- (signed) THOMAS SH 


“Barnesly, April 2ist, 1835.” 
‘One object, and’ only’ has in- 
going’ letter 
‘of the’ cause of 
ve remainedin our 


After the arrival of Mr: Hewitt. oe 


‘this country, he held an interview with © 
‘certain ‘elders of this church, at which 
time our belief 'in the 
ly and frankly laid before him—frum 


which, in 


gospel was free- 


neral' ;he did not dissent, on- 
ly that he did not ‘believe the book of Mor- 


mon. He’ professed to be a member 
of the “‘Irvinite’, _¢hurch, (36 galled)” 


| 
4 
of 
| 


had favored with comma] 


nications from heaven. ~ 
Some time since we saw a netice in 
the Painesville Telegraph. signed by 
the said Hewitt, denying ever havin 
been a member 
church, or of having brought a letter 
to this; We ‘confess our astonish- 
ment at the sight’ of such an article, 
and feel to deplore the’ corruption’ of 
men who can so bare-facedly deviate 
from the truth, when he must have 


known'that “his visit “here could not 


have been forgotten so soon. = 
Having this sample of thc man’s 


character, we knew not: how soon he 


might. leave. the country and per- 
haps still. pretend to fellowsip with the 
chu 


ciety in Toronto, and do the. cause-of | 
Christ an injury. Brother Pratt will. 
now be prepared, in tne event Hewitt 
should attempt any thing of that na- 
ture, to set the matter in a 

shape, and his brethren know: in what 
manner they have been represented 
in the country by a man: “who no 
doubt, left En land with the confiuence 


vilified and 


The is fra rom our es- 
| d friend and br. Parley..P. Pratt: 
Elder Pratt not knowing of the. change 
in the editorial department of this pa- 
per, addressed br. Whiuner, which} 
will explain a sentence in 
— We are not forward in _giv- 
news in advance, neither do we 

2 th nk propre éhtertain our rea 
with accounts from travelling elders, | 
‘unless they’ have’ been in 
baptizing’ more or less, ‘but the pecal- 
iar situation of br. ‘Pratt, and the 
which his “beén made about 
people ¢alled “Eryinites, “has 
to his “letter. entire, 
‘give’ elder” 


1 


success in that’ bd 


of the genera 


rch. which he represented here. 
And having given bro. Pratt’s letter a} 


place iin the Advocate, he might also: 
be indaced to make his way to that so-: 


last| iniflamationy “the Lord 


pecal 
‘house, to the infic 


the | Christ, in’ 

ratt Elijah, this cy 
pedple, (which he will/every ear shal Hoste 
ore theb be" be penetrated the 


mental m therit 

tion. say,” 
blessed with much wi és 
abound in all prudence,’ may “tie 
thority: of’ the holy mini 

them. may great grace be upon’ théifi, 
and may onr God pres 
them ftom the wicked devices and core 
rupting snares of a race of men 6 

'| hearts: are far from the’ truth. 4 


City of Toronto Uv. May 9, 
To tae Eprrorn oF THE Lartek 
CATE: 
Dear Brother, I am now in Toron- 
to; the seat <f governnient for 
province of Upper Canada, a ‘lar 
town on the northern shores of Lake 
Ontario, consisting of from, 12°to 
thousand inhabitants. T landed 
about 10 days since, a stranger @ 
alone. ‘Every place was ist 
me as I applied for’ an opportunity 
preach, until I’ was ‘almost’ discour- 
aged. I cried unto the Lord 
my way; and as’ I was on the point of 
leaving the city, the Lord’ poor 
widow 'to me, who use, 
[and I spake the word of 
her ‘and to her household and‘’frie 
who believed, and have* offered 
selves for baptizm. oe 
The next day I visited anothe) 
widow, who was nearly nd 


i* 


opened her eyes, which bas | ade, 

business’ enough, as miany go to lea 

rs| of her how her eyes were opened. __. 
preached to a few. ag 

‘still cried unto God'to 

T applied ‘to two chape 


i 
S 


ght'to fi 


Pag 
2. 
<4 
on 
? 
was. 
if they are quines:  “‘be- 
Arnimng tem tc .fTor ay 4 ‘3 


After meeting, while dining with him 
andsome of his hearers, | told them 
whatthe Lord had.did for us: and they 

to believe. 

Afternoon I went.to.a Mr. - Patrick’s 
house to meeting, where many had 
been wont to assemble to search the 
scriptures; they had discovered the 
corruptions of christendom, and were 
diligently searching fo: truth. A few 
hours were spent in searching into the 
nature of the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, with its several gifts. The re- 
sult of the investigation was, they felt 
the need of prophets and apostles to 
organize them. and minister the ordi- 
nances and spirit to them. Some said, 
| Let us be agreed and ask for God to 
comission us by ievelation.”” Others 
| said, ‘it might be that the Lord had | 
already commissioned apostles in some | 
parts of the world; and if he had, it 
roust come from them.” 

During this time I had listened in 
silence: some-times crying and some- 
times. smiling—my heart burning 
within me. one at length ob- 

served, that stranger -was in the 
room, who might wish to speak. I said 1 
should be glad to speak on the subjectin | 
the evening: liberty was granted, and 
appointment made: after which they | 
in tears confessed 


kneeled 


through all the God gave me 
a Voice like a trump, so that many. 
| from all the surrounding houses and 
sttects were enabled to distinct- |, 
lye Multitudes wire, thronging the 
es “for other meetings. who were | 
warned as. they past. I am invi- 
ted to many places in the city and in} 

country. 
ait night; sometimes | 
| is upon us} 

| before 


of rests and | 

one. oppo: ‘openly, 


things to be changed. T said, amen 


reach, read and converse to peo-| 


synagoguns,, where well, 
they are secure from . the . pointed 
‘darts of truth, at present; but soon shall 
they be thrown.down, and they stand 
naked and exposed to the piercing noe 
of Jehovah. — 

There are multitudes: who are ex- 
pecting to be baptized, and some are 
only waiting an opportunity. 

l expect to tarry here some time: I 
wish you to send me the Messenger and. 
Advocate, back numbers and all, as. I 
get no news from euy saint in any di 
rection. 


have gotten access to the 
and publications of the people called 
“Irvinites,” in Scotland and England, 
and I find they have searched deep into 
the gathering of Israel; the coming of 
Christ to reign on the earth; the apos- 
tacy of the Gentile’ ohuveh;: ‘and the 
need of an organization by authority 
from God, and of the restitution ofthe 
_| gifts of the Spirit. Tens of thousands — 
are awakened in that land -to these 
subjects, and are sending swift: mes- 

sengers to the nations around them, 

to teach these things, insomuch that | 
the excitement seems. to have become — 


priests and people. | 
Thave addressed letter of 
to that land, giving a ‘sketch of 
the work of the Lord’among us. Ma- 
| ny believers here are late “from. Eng- - 
| land, so we may have access to man 
lnames in that ntry: these'are al- 
ne beginning to ‘express desires for 
|| their ftiends in that country. to hear 
| these things. 


_ Now brother 


_—" 


the 


let the prayers oor the church ‘come up 
with a hearty amen, for me ‘and. . the 
people here; for never I feel tosay, 
How great is. the require 
me, with a more ‘sense th 
now] cry. unto God day, and. - 
in Lord. 


jJand, Ma 636. 
Sir,. ‘having 


iust returned a short. mission in 
the 'Memenger and ghdyocate. 


é 


| ed God to pity. and relieve them. 
q ‘In the evening they heard me; and 
_ from that time, doors have been opene 
wider and wider: priests and peop! 
3 to hear. st Sunday I preach 


3 


of that and. ‘interesting |p 
Kirtland Apeil: in’ compa= 
ny with elders, O. ‘Pratt and P. 
erson; and after tedious 
journey, through mud and ‘tain; we ar- 
rived in Upper Canada, where I took 
leave of the other two. brethren, and 
persued my ‘course for’ Toronto,  -the | 
capital of the Provinces place | 
arrived’ on ‘the 19thof April. 
sought in vain for a chapel, court-house 
or other public building; in: which ‘to 
preach,-all being closed against 'me.— 
At length one or two private dwellings 
were opened freély, where commen: 
eed, anid continued preaching, anti! it 
was: no longer practicable for want of 
sufficient: room: to accommodate the 
multitude, when I commented preach- 
ing onthe steps of a private. dweliimng: 
two rooms of the house were first filled, 
and ‘then large: door-yard. his 
place was-situated'in the midst ‘of the 
city so that many thousands could ‘hear. 
I continyed several sabbath days tu 
hold:forth the word of life to multitades. 
also continued prexching doth ‘the 
city-an@eountry:daily: the coun- 
wy, we'were under the ‘necessity 
«opening 

-modate. the: le. 
greatly rejoiced at: firsty soon began to 
search for:trath with all: diligence, by 
night and day, insomuch that..sleep de- 
parted for a season from our eyes, and 
sometimes, daylight dawned in the 
East,befipre’we: ‘retired: toxrest. Our 
meetings were sometimes: disturbed:bv: 
Revs gentlemeh ‘of the «clergy; among 
them wasthe Rev..Mr. Evens, Editor 
of the Christian Guardian, and others 
who'attended with a:design to prove the 
Bookef Mormon an jimposition and’) pa 
myself an impostor, 1 refused hear 
them/atten| or-eleven‘o’cldck: at night,’ 
in @ crowded: ‘private dwelling, with 
order or:modorators; but S:oifered: tn 
meet “any: cor of «them: on fairs 
grounds, if'they woald oped any: 
lic _butidiag, appoint moderators to 
order give half of the time; 
pledged myself under these circumstan-’ 
ces, to the. Book of Mormon), 
with all the evidence they could the’ 
Bible, but théy 
eircumsta mention. te; 

show. the we and. falsehood; to 


which the clergy resort in their exer, 


of | 
large barns in order to accom-| 
‘Many who. were! a 


- time; but they- of th 
edness, and ‘asvisted 


ointment for pf 
|the country. 


Friday evening 


aching in ck 


Aormonism, 
"May 20th, 
the house Was “th d-with ‘auditors, 
and ‘aftar an ‘introduction, with’'a 
lengthy preface on the ‘subject of false 
christs, false prophets, barkers, juim- 
pers &c. (as found in the preftee of 
Mr.’ Campbell’s pamphlet, and other 
libelous publications) at Tength 
made a quotation fiom the 12th’ 
of the Book of Mormon, concerning 
Laban’s sword of steel, stating that he 
was fully prepared to reject any” book 
as a Revelation, whieh gaye an ac- 
-count of steel, ‘so early as six hundred 
before Christ. 
being contrary to ‘all history, he 
probably ‘supposed: Wwe were ignot 
of the Bible and had never‘ read ‘Job 
chap. ‘24th and Jeremiah 
15th: 12th versé. Psalm. 19° chap.’ 
v. 25am. 22 chap. 35 v: speak 
of 'stee™ earlier than Ne ‘His next 
exertion was ‘against’ for: 
Laban end getting the Brass plates by: 
fraud and ‘deception,’ saying, 
“ith projihets of that description, as he 
never would aéknowled ze a prophet 'of - 
character, ‘forgetting, ‘that ‘in’ so 
he rejected Moecs, ‘who killed 
gyptian, hid him in the sand and 
run his country to’ eseipe the ‘penalty’ 
of the law, and Samuel, who ‘hewed 
down Agag ‘a helpless, unarmed ' pris« 


oner,. in cool blood. He: doubtless, 


forgat that Nephi’s tife had been: 
by Laban, and that® Laban 
bed him of alf his property which was 
‘exceeding great, and that he-Willed Lae 


Wat 
= 
4 


ban in obedieuce to ‘command! 


fhent of the ‘Lord. 
‘His next’objection agninet 
page 46th where it is stated that ‘Nex 

phi’s brethren’ rebelled against hit for 
to’ build’ a. ship. They 
sdight to put him into: the sea. but “he 
‘it they they ‘should: wither 

thém ‘as taking him,’ 


bindi 
he’ 


that they 


A 


b 


‘Sinot to touch him,’ 


“4 
“3 
f 
= 
a 
.. 
Bs 
2 at thet 
= ae 
and many days at‘sea, they: 
4 


